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             CERT ALERT!        

Welcome to the 21st edition of CERT ALERT! Here is where you’ll find the latest news and 

information of interest to our West Pierce CERT members! Please let us know if there are 

topics of interest you would like to see for the next issue. Happy reading!                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                November 2015 

CERT TEAM 28 

Welcome aboard CERT class 28!  There are twenty-seven newly graduated CERT members dis-

persed throughout all of your teams, so give them a warm welcome at your next team meeting! 
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Fall Safety Day 

 West Pierce Fire & Rescue’s annual Fall Safety Day on October 24th was a big hit!  Hundreds of 
families from both Lakewood and University Place came to Station 21 to meet their first responders and 

learn about safety.  Fall Safety Day is an important event for West Pierce Fire & Rescue to reach out to the 
communities it serves and offer safety tips and fun activities!  Fall Safety Day included custom fit helmets, 
free car seat inspections, a PTA bake sale, a bouncy house, free pumpkins just in time for Halloween, and 

of course our CERT booth! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you to all of our wonderful CERT volunteers who came out to staff the CERT booth!  Because 
of the efforts of our CERT volunteers we gathered 25 signatures from people interested in CERT or signed 
up for the next class!  Our volunteers also staffed the zombie themed build-a-kit booth.  There, kids could 

collect their own first aid starter kit supplies and receive a candy surprise at the end!  Thank you for 
making this Fall Safety Day a great event! 

 

Recent CERT Events 
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2015 4th Quarterly Training 
 Our friends, Mark & Tim, from Lakeview Light & Power came out to teach us the  dangers of downed 
wires, power generator safety, and a little insight as to what our utility workers do on a daily basis.  They 
both made for a very entertaining and engaging presentation!  We learned to: 

 Never use a generator indoors (and keep it away from windows and doors). 

 Plug appliances into the generator.  Never plug a generator into a wall outlet. 

 Always stay in your car if it is in contact with a  downed wire (the ground may 
be energized as well). 

 Register life-sustaining and medical equipment with your utility company so 
that you can be contacted in the event of an emergency. 

 Power Outage Phone Numbers: 

 Lakeview Light & Power: 253-584-6060 

 Puget Sound Energy: 1-888-225-5773 

 Tacoma Power: 253-502-8600 

Some Additional Food Safety Tips from the Red Cross: 

To help preserve your food and keep it as safe as possible during a long power outage: 

 Keep one or more coolers (inexpensive Styrofoam coolers work well). 

 A digital quick-response thermometer will quickly check the internal temperatures of food to ensure 
they are cold enough to use safely. 

 Keep refrigerator & freezer doors closed as much as possible. First use perishable food from the 
refrigerator.  An unopened refrigerator will keep foods cold for about 4 hours.  Then use non-
perishable food from the freezer. A full freezer will keep the temperature for about 48 hours (24 
hours if it is half full) if the door remains closed. 

 If the power outage appears that it will last longer than a day, prepare a cooler with ice. 

 Surround food with ice in a cooler or in the refrigerator during prolonged outages. 

 Keep food in a dry, cool spot and keep covered at all times. 

 Throw out unsafe food. Discard any food exposed to temperatures 40°F (4°C) for 2 hours or more 
or that has an unusual odor, color or texture. When in doubt, throw it out! 

 Never taste food or rely on appearance or odor to determine its safety. Some types of bacteria 
produce toxins that cannot be destroyed by cooking and can grow quickly when exposed to room 
temperature for too long. 

For these safety tips  and more for power outages, visit RedCross.org or call your local utility company 

Recent CERT Events 
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Preparedness Month 
September was National Preparedness Month!  This year’s 
theme was, “Don’t Wait. Communicate.” September was 

time for us as a nation to take a look at our emergency 
preparedness plans and how we can be ready at a moment’s 
notice!  As CERT members, we live and breathe emergency 

preparedness.  Take a look and update your emergency plan 
for your family and pets (pets are family too!).  Visit 
Ready.gov for great emergency preparedness tips! 

“Prepare. Plan. Stay Informed” 

 

Easy steps to start an emergency communication plan: 

 

1. Understand how to receive emergency alerts and warnings.  A 
great way to do this is to register with Pierce County Alert at 
http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/ALERT. 

2. Discuss family/household plans for disasters that may affect 
your area and in advance plan where to go. 

3. Collect information. Create a paper copy of the contact information for your family that includes:  

 Phone (work, cell, office) 

 Email 

 Social media 

 Medical facilities, doctors, service providers 

 School 

4. Identify information and pick an emergency meeting place. Examples include: 

 In your neighborhood: A mailbox at the end of the driveway, or a neighbor’s house. 

 Outside of your neighborhood: Library, community center, place of worship, or family 
friend’s home. 

 Outside of your town or city: Home of a relative or family friend. Make sure everyone 
knows the address of the meeting place and discuss ways you would get there. 

5. Share information. Make sure everyone carries a copy in his or her backpack, purse, or wallet. You 
should also post a copy in a central location in your home, such as your refrigerator or family bulletin 
board. 

6. Practice your plan. Have regular household meetings to review your emergency plans, 
communication plans and meeting place after a disaster, and then practice, just like you would a fire 
drill. 

 

Recent CERT Events 
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NEW MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Alex Macdonald: UP SW 

 

 Alex Macdonald has lived in University Place for over thirty years. He 

taught metal shop at Curtis JHS for much of that time, retiring in 2003. Returning 

to teaching that same year in the Puyallup school district, he continued for another 

ten years, teaching CAD, CAM, engineering, and carbon fiber technology. He 

finally retired from Puyallup HS in 2015. Having more spare time now, he divides 

it between his family, boat, motorcycle, road trips, and building projects in his 

shop. "I'd read about the opportunity to get the CERT training, but never felt that I 

could afford the time commitment. Now I see that I could have fit the time in, and 

regret that I didn't get started years ago. The training is excellent and you couldn't 

ask for a finer group of people, both the teachers and the other trainees. I've made 

friends, learned quite a lot, and had so much fun in the process. I recommend 

wholeheartedly that people get involved in this!" 

 

 

Kirk Wald: UP SW 
 

 Kirk Wald is a Financial Planner who specializes in helping 

retirees create guaranteed lifetime income.  He has also invested in 

the oil and gas industry and because of that, has extensive 

experience and training in safe operations of oil and gas well site 

operations and maintenance.  Kirk is certified in the OSHA 10 

workplace safety program as well as the oil and gas industry’s 

PEC Basic Orientation safety awareness course.  Before getting 

into the oil and gas industry, Kirk was a pharmaceutical sales 

representative for 10 years specializing in cardiovascular and 

diabetes care.  Prior to that, he had served in the US Army as an 

Infantry and Signal Corps officer (Ranger and Airborne qualified).  

Kirk received extensive training in the Army, including Nuclear, 

Biological & Chemical defense, first aid, communications, 

security, operations, leadership, aircraft operations & logistics, 

and more. 
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NEW MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Susan Ramos: Oakbrook 

 

 Susan Ramos is a mother of three, a proud military wife, and 

the new CERT member of the Oakbrook team!  Growing up, she 

bounced around between California, Michigan, and Washington 

before finally staying in Oregon, where she was finally able to attend 

the whole school year in the same school.  In 1993, Susan had her 

first child, Megan (Megan is today several weeks pregnant!).  In 

1995, she met her wonderful husband, Richard.  Susan and Richard 

went on to have two children, Ryan and Lina.  After marriage in 

June of 2000, Richard went active duty in the Army and they moved 

to Fort Campbell in Kentucky for 3 years.  Richard re-enlisted and 

they moved to Fort Lewis to be closer to family.  It hasn’t been easy 

for Susan, being a military wife.  From 2003 to 2010, Richard was 

deployed 4 times, each a year-long deployment.  Besides work, she 

has always tried to keep herself busy doing good for others.  She 

volunteered for everything she could, and has always found ways to serve her community since the age of 

14.  She has tried to instill the same sense of community service in her kids Ryan and Lina.  They have all 

volunteered for the Red Cross, and for last year’s Trunk or Treat with Fort Lewis.  When she saw that 

CERT was offering classes, she immediately signed herself, and her kids, 16 and 15.  “My main reason for 

taking them was to prepare them for disasters, but also that as a parent, I feel a little bit better sending them 

out into the big world in a couple years knowing they have this knowledge.”  Please welcome your three 

new Oakbrook team members, Susan, Ryan, and Lina! 

 

Introducing New Team Leader: Will Jenkins Sr. 
 

 The University Place Southeast Team has been 
lacking a team leader for some time… Until now!  
Our very own Will Jenkins Sr. has stepped up to the 
plate and accepted the responsibility of giving UP SE 
solid leadership.  Will is already a very busy man, 
being the president and CEO of the Advocate of 
Social & Community Change (ASCC) group as well as 
having recently ran for the Tacoma School Board 
position #2 this last election!  Will, thank you for 
your dedication to CERT, we appreciate you and all 
of our Team Leaders! 
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        CERT ALERT!        

 

  

Mark Your Calendars! 
Upcoming  CERT Events: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CERT Annual Potluck  
Wednesday, December 9th 
6:00pm-8:30pm 
Station 20, 10928 Pacific Hwy SW, Lakewood  

 
 
 

CERT 2016 1st Quarterly Training: CERT Animal Response 

Wednesday, January 27th  
5:30pm-7:30pm  
Station 21, 5000 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood  

 
 
 

CERT Winter Training Session 

February 15th - March 5th (Mondays and Wednesdays, Saturday Drill) 
6:00pm-9:00pm 
Station 21, 5000 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood  
 

Please Note:  

You will receive reminder e-mails with more details for these events as they get closer.   

You can also always check for upcoming events on our site:   

www.westpiercecert.org  

and by liking us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/westpiercecert 
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West Pierce CERT Pre-designated Team Meeting Locations 
and Team Leaders!  

Please keep a copy of this information in your CERT backpack. If you are away from home and 
disaster strikes, you will want to know where the nearest team meet up location is!  

 
There are open Team Leader Positions available!  

If you are interested in being a team leader or would like more information about the position 
please contact the CERT Coordinator at 253-983-4580.  

Tillicum 

George and Judi Vose 

Tillicum/American Lake Gar-

dens Community Center 

14916, Washington Ave SW, 

Lakewood  

 

Nyanza Park 

Alan Hart 

Corner of Vine Maple and 

Whisper Lane  

 

Lakewood West 

We need a team leader 

First: Public Safety Building 

601 Main St, Steilacoom 

then, go together to: Pierce Col-

lege-North Parking Lot  

 

University Place North 

Mike Dilay 

University Place Primary 

2780 Grandview Dr. W, Uni-

versity Place  

 

University Place Southwest 

Lance Orloff  

Cirque Park 

University Place  

 

University Place Southeast 

Will Jenkins 

To be determined 

 

Oakbrook 

Darlene Emineth 

To be determined  

Lakewood 

 

Station 21 

Will Copp 

West Pierce Fire & Rescue Sta-

tion 21 

5000 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, 

Lakewood 

 

Lakeview 

Bruce Elrod 

West Pierce Fire & Rescue Sta-

tion 20 

10928 Pacific Hwy SW, Lake-

wood 

 

Station 22A 

Chris Wolfe 

Christ Lutheran Church 

8211 112th St. SW, Lakewood 

 

Woodbrook 

Karen Lebeter 

Mr. Lee’s 

14421-A Woodbrook Dr. SW, 

Lakewood 

 

Steilacoom Park 

Anne Gardner 

To be determined 

 

Puyallup B  

Joe Fata 

Sheri’s of Willows Pond 

107 37th Ave SE, Puyallup 

 

Puyallup A 
Kerry Hooks     

To be determined 

 

Springbrook or Pacific 

Cleave Watterberg 

5105 Solberg Drive SW, Lake-

wood 

 

Station 22 B  

We need a team leader 

West Pierce Fire & Rescue Sta-

tion 22 

8517 Washington Blvd. SW, 

Lakewood 

 

Spanaway / Orting 

Lucinda Yerbury  

To be determined  
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Need a CERT Course Refresher? You are always welcome to audit a class for a 

review and be sure to tell your friends about our CERT program. Below is the 

schedule for our next session in September. Just be sure to inform the CERT  

Coordinator of your attendance!   

 

  

 

C.E.R.T 
(Community Emergency Response Team) 

Winter Training Session  

February 15 – March 5, 2016 

Monday evening, 

6:00 – 9:00pm 

Wednesday evening, 

6:00 – 9:00pm 

Saturday, 

10:00am – 2:00pm 

February 15 

Disaster Preparedness &  

CERT Organization 

Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

February 17 

CERT Organization & 
CERT Psychology 

Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

  

February 22 

Fire Safety  
Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

February 24 

Light Search & Rescue 

Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

  

February 29 

Disaster Medical 1  
Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

March 2 

Disaster Medical 2 

Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
  

March 5 

EXERCISE 

Location: WPFR Fire Station 21 
5000 Steilacoom Blvd SW 
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Winter is Coming! 

Winter Safety Tips brought to you by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Take these steps for your home: 

Winterize your home. 

 Install weather stripping, insulation, and storm windows. For practical solutions, line windows 
with plastic sheeting and use rolled towels to cover the bottom of doors for better insulation. 

 Insulate water lines that run along exterior walls. 

 Clean out gutters and repair roof leaks. 

Check your heating systems. 

 Have your heating system serviced professionally to make sure 
that it is clean, working properly and ventilated to the outside. 

 Inspect and clean fireplaces and chimneys. 

 Install a smoke detector. Test batteries monthly.  (West Pierce Fire 
& Rescue has a FREE fire alarm installation program for West 
Pierce residents!  Contact CERT Coordinator Corbin Richmond for more details.) 

 Have a safe alternate heating source and alternate fuels available.  (Be sure to store fuels 
properly!) 

 Prevent carbon monoxide (CO) emergencies. 

 Install a CO detector to alert you of the presence of the deadly, odorless,  
colorless gas. Check batteries regularly. 

 Learn symptoms of CO poisoning: headaches, nausea, and disorientation. 

 

Don’t forget to prepare your car: 
Get your car ready for cold weather use before winter arrives. 

Service the radiator and maintain antifreeze level; check tire tread or, if necessary, replace tires 
with all-weather or snow tires. 

 Keep gas tank full to avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines. 

 Use a wintertime formula in your windshield washer. 

 Prepare a winter emergency kit to keep in your car in case you become stranded. Include: 

 blankets 

 food and water 

 booster cables, flares, tire pump, and a bag of sand or cat litter (for traction) 

 compass and maps 

 flashlight, battery-powered radio, and extra batteries 

 first-aid kit 

 plastic bags (for sanitation) 
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New AmeriCorps CERT Coordinator 

You have a new CERT Coordinator! 

 

 

Meet: 
Corbin Richmond 

 
 “Hello fellow CERT members!  My name is Corbin Richmond, and I am the new 

AmeriCorps CERT Coordinator taking over for Amber.  Amber did an amazing job her 
two years with West Pierce and you’ll still be seeing her from time to time!  I am very 
excited for the opportunity to help make Lakewood and University Place a more safe 

and informed community.  I was born and raised in the Tacoma/Lakewood area, so this 
is home to me! 

I am passionate about community service and doing good for others.  I cultivated my passion 
for helping others while I was in the Mount Tahoma High School Reserve Officer 

Training Corps (ROTC) program where I spent a lot of my time volunteering.  I still 
volunteer at least every Wednesday at Fern Hill Elementary School with the 

Communities in Schools after school reading program. 

I have almost 6 years of experience in the Security field.  I currently work every weekend as 
a contract Security Officer for Seattle City Light.  I am a recent graduate of Bates 

Technical College, with an associates in Fire Service.  My ultimate goal is to be a local 
Firefighter so that I can continue to be there for people when in need. 

I look forward to all of the good that we’ll do together!” 


